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Reception - Notes and Guidance

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is there such a big focus on
the early numbers?

It is important that children develop a really strong

sense of numbers to 10. This will stand them in

good stead for the maths that follows as they move
through school.

This includes:

* Understanding the link between numbers and
quantity (representing numbers in many ways)

* Investigating how quantities are composed of
smaller parts (6 can be two 3s or three 2s or 4
and two ones or 5 and 1 etc))

*  Knowing how the numbers relate to one another
and being able to compare and order them.

* Exploring how quantities change when you add
more items or take items away.

The children may already be able to recite the

number names to twenty and beyond but a sense

of what those numbers mean develops gradually
with repeated experiences in different contexts.
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Some of my children are already confident
with numbers to 5. How can | ensure they are

being challenged?

Provide opportunities for the children to apply their
understanding to reason and problem solve. Can
they work out how many items are hidden if they
know there are 5 altogether? Encourage them to
invent their own games and use mathematical
jottings to record and compare their scores.
Although vyour inputs are focused on exploring
smaller numbers in depth, this doesn’t mean that
the children will only count to 5. Many children love
to explore larger numbers during their play, and this
should be encouraged and celebrated.

The digging deeper pages within the guidance are
designed to explore concepts more deeply and
build in additional challenge. They are largely open-
ended and encourage the children to explain their
mathematical thinking and reasoning.
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Reception - Notes and Guidance

Important Links and Websites

The NCETM Early Years Area

The aim of this section is to help teachers and practitioners
in Early Years settings have a clearer understanding of how
children build early number sense, and to provide tips on
how best to support that learning.
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/51439

Number Blocks

Numberblocks, first broadcast in January 2017, is a pre-
school BBC television series aimed at introducing children
to early number.

Snappy animation and loveable characters combine with
engaging storylines to gently introduce concepts of number
to support early mathematical understanding.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/cheebies/shows/numberblocks
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The NRICH Early Years resources aim to further develop young
children's natural problem-solving abilities in the context of
mathematics.

https://nrich.maths.org/early-years

Learning Trajectories

[LT]? is a web-based tool for early childhood educators to learn
about how children think and learn about mathematics and
how to teach mathematics to young children (birth to age 8).
https://www.learningtrajectories.org/

Early Math Collaborative

The Erikson Institute Early Math Collaborative is transforming
the understanding, teaching and learning of early mathematics
from the ground up.

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/

EEF Improving Mathematics in the EY and KS1
This guidance report summarises the latest research into early
maths education and offers 5 practical recommendations for
teachers to support the learning of children aged 3-7.
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidan
ce-reports/early-maths/
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